
A longtime bottleneck on Chicago’s 
Lakefront Trail is elegantly relieved

Solution blends

                     EW ENGINEERING PROJECTS HAVE 

 

fully connects the north and south paths  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Blending engineering and art
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Threading the needle
 

 

 
 

 

Project Facts

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

• 

• 

• 
diameter steel pipe, from 1¼-inch to 1¾-inch thick, 

• 
from 1¼-inch steel plates bent into a 30-inch by 22-inch 

• 

The Lakefront Trail is an 18.5-mile path that runs north and  
south along Chicago’s lakefront and, according to USA Today,  
is one of the top 10 urban trails in the U.S. It goes through the 
city’s four major lakefront parks — Jackson, Burnham, Grant  
and Lincoln — as well as the museum campuses and many other 
tourist attractions. It’s also one of the most heavily utilized  
recreational features in Chicago. The number of users in the 
warmer months are an estimated 12,500 during the week  
and approximately 23,000 on the weekends. 

The section of the Lakefront Trail between Navy Pier and  
the Chicago River is one of the most heavily used portions.  
Before the Navy Pier Flyover project was conceived, a survey  
was conducted to measure user satisfaction along the length  
of the trail. The results highlighted opportunities to enhance  
the user experience between Navy Pier and the Chicago River. 

 Opportunities to improve user experience were:

• 

• Reduce vehicle crossing points

• Revamp pavement markings

• Redesign signage

• Improve riding surfaces

• Upgrade vertical and horizontal clearances

• 

• Elimination of shared crossing points

• Improved access to Navy Pier 

• Improved riding surfaces, signage and pavement markings

Chicago’s Lakefront Trail 
and the Navy Pier Flyover

16 HNTB I DESIGNER I Issue 112 17HNTB I DESIGNER I Issue 112



“The spine of a giant dinosaur”

 

expressed appreciation for the unimpeded and safer path that is  

actually faster.

 said Russ Klettke, 

lakefront for more than 35 years.

Strength and beauty
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“It was a pleasure to work with the HNTB team in the execution of this unique and 
demanding project. �e single-rib structural element design that they came up with is a 
unique and elegant solution that e�ectively addresses the needs of carrying the trail over 
the streets, connecting users safely across those intersections and solving what had been a 
lingering safety problem for all users of the Lakefront Trail.”

- Dan Burke, Managing Deputy Commissioner and Chief Engineer, Chicago Department of Transportation 

 
 

 

Strength from cooperation  
and teamwork

 

 

 
 
 

 

TONY SHKURTI,   
(312) 798-0230   tshkurti@hntb.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Extra touches bring color,  
light and safety
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